Dear Social Work Colleagues in Japan: 

On this world social work day, we are in solidarity with the people of Japan over the disastrous earthquake which "measured at 8.9 magnitude by the US Geological Survey, the sixth biggest since 1900, that struck Japan on 11 March 2011." 

The earthquakes "triggered a tsunami with 10m-high waves hitting the northern port of Sendai." Waves have swept across farmland, sweeping away homes, crops, vehicles, resulting in floods and fires. Moreover, the impending danger of the possible nuclear reactor meltdown has created a crisis in the country of Japan.

We hope and pray with you that the death toll would be minimized largely due to the resilience and preparedness as well as the prompt response of your people for such disasters. Your prime minister Naoto Kan has urged people to "help their neighbors and to act to 'minimize the damage .....' and to exercise the spirit of fraternity, help each other and act fast". Indeed the determination, discipline and dignity of your people and the manner you handle the catastrophe and loss is what the world can learn from.

Likewise, the global social work fraternities stand with the social workers and people of Japan in this time. We understand that the Japan Association of Certified Social Workers, along with other organizations, have set up a disaster response headquarter, with branches in all prefectures, and are collecting information and making assessment and appropriate actions. We are in solidarity with the social workers and social work students, welfare organisations, helping professionals as well as other volunteers who will undoubtedly play major roles in the disaster relief and recovery process. We not only offer our condolences to the victims and families affected by the earthquake and tsunami but also offer our technical support, available consultation and resources through you the social workers of Japan. 
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